Example of Essay Assignment
I used this type of essay assignment as a formative assessment for testing students’ understanding of conceptual topics. The prompt I gave to high school students was to write the essay for a typical 8th grader, a student who had a vocabulary that was about the same as a high school student, but not the scientific background or knowledge of a high school student. For middle school students, I would make a similar prompt to write the essay for a 5th or 6th grader. I always gave these essay assignments in class during a single period to minimize the chance of copying from each other or plagiarizing from the internet—the same logic would hold now to keep students from using artificial intelligence (AI).
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TITLE: Essay Comparing Sound Waves and Light Waves

DIRECTIONS: Write a one-page essay in your own words comparing sound waves and light waves. You may use your notes as a reference. Do not copy or plagiarize anyone else’s work. There are many ways you could write this comparison, so just write about what has interested you most. Point out what is similar and different between these two types of waves and explain whatever you write about in detail using precise, accurate language. Review the rubric posted in Google Classroom when you proofread your work.


